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   Special Pharmaceutical Benefits Program Advisory Council 
Thursday, October 27th, 2022 

10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Hybrid Virtual and In-Person Meeting 

Penn Harris Hotel - Camp Hill, PA 
 
 
 

Topic/Discussion Action 
Introductions, Announcements & Updates:  
John Haines 
 

Meeting commenced 
at 10:03am 

Introductions:  SPBP Advisory Council Members, staff, and guests introduced 
themselves.  Scott Arrowood announced public meeting protocols, delivers 
participation guidelines, and describes Microsoft Teams features.  Kyle Fait took 
attendance 
 
Members Present: John Haines, David Koren, Deborah McMahon, Robert Pompa, 
Jerry F Coleman; and virtually present: Cindy Magrini, Michael Witmer, Angela 
Kapalko, Leah Magagnotti, Maria (Mimi) McNichol, Meghan McNelly, Evelyn 
Torres, Carina Havenstrite 
  
Guests:  Casey Johnson and virtually present: Corrina, Evelyn Torres, Gina 
Simoncini, Anna Barone, Bruce Weiss, Deborah Murdoch, Emily Saare, Melissa 
Marchany Marrero, Michelle Wysong, Mike Hellman, Michael Cullison, Jacquelyn 
Hudock, Carina Havenstrite, Anna Klahr, Erica Freedman, Michael Frederick 
 
Department of Health Staff:  Kyle Fait, Moira Foster, Erik McDowell, Nnenna 
Ezekoye  and virtually present:  Marijane Salem-Noll, Obiri Godwin, Jill Garland, 
Margaret Hoffman-Terry 
 
University of Pittsburgh Staff:  Scott Arrowood, Sarah Krier, Greg Fisher, David 
Stefanac, and virtually present: David Givens 
 
 

10:03am to 10:08am 

Announcements/Updates 
 
John Haines 

 Next meeting January 26, 2023.  Remaining year meetings: May 4, July 20, 
and October 26 

 No staffing updates and no open positions 
 Changes to website:  New version of enrollment application in both English 

and Spanish; SPBP Pharmacy network list update Aug 1; Added SPBP 
pharmacy manual; Updated SPBP By-laws posted 

 John shared the updated By-Laws and will include in minutes when they go 
out. 

 Medication adherence program is near implementation, hopefully to begin 
in November.  Will look at adherence for HIV Treatment, antidepressants, 
oral antidiabetics. 

10:09am to 10:42am 
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 Have a draft MRx enroll case manager training video which will be sent 
after the meeting. 
 
 

Jill Garland - Monkey Pox update (MPX) 
 827 cumulative cases so far and good news for moment is we are having 

only about one new case a day as opposed to 25 a day earlier on.  
 Have administered 12,500 doses of vaccine in PA (excluding Philadelphia).  

Philadelphia has administered nearly 9,500 doses for a total near 22,000.  
Philadelphia comprises 64% of the cases and adding the collar counties its 
about 79%.  

 Were able to deploy as quickly as possible, though there were some bumps 
in the road with the federal distribution.   

 Utilized HIV/STD field staff to interview individuals.  Will continue to 
prioritize post-exposure prophylaxis.  Recently rolled out pre-exposure 
prophylaxis. 

 There have been some high coinfection rates with monkey pox and 
HIV/STDs.  The new MMWR just released is addressing these concerns.   

 Interviews yielded some reports of patients having to present several times 
to get referred for appropriate care, despite efforts to keep clinicians 
informed.  Other feedback is that pain management was a concern and not 
always addressed. 

David Givens: 
 Integrated Plan Update will be covered later in meeting. 
 New Member Recruitment is underway, and applications are accepted 

online and in mail.  Sought after members are African American, Latinx or 
Hispanic, Persons Living with HIV, and Transgender individuals. 

Mari Jane Salem Noll - Update on House bills: 
 House Bill 1393 amended drug paraphernalia to not include fentanyl strips 

for personal use.  Passed and is a win for efforts with harm reduction 
 House Bill 103 was passed and provided new felony offenses to 

communicable diseases to harsher penalties under the law.  The division 
submitted an opposition analysis and multiple advocacy groups sent 
requests to the Governor to veto.   

 Senate Bill 317 expedited therapy bill which provides protections to 
providers for prescribing medication for a transmitted infection for a 
partner, whether or not they have examined the partner or have their name. 
 

Approval of previous meeting’s minutes 
 Meeting minutes from July 2022 were approved with no additions or 

corrections. 
 

Minutes were 
approved 10:43am 

Update of Planning, Outreach,  
Special Projects,  and MAI 
Kyle Fait 
 
 
 
 

10:44am to 11:23am 
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 MAI Provider Spotlight:  Conemaugh Community Cares Management 
(Conemaugh Health System) 

o Have about 154 clients and a range between 6 and 11 who are 
receiving MAI services. 

o Primarily clinic-based and due to hospital rules can’t do traditional 
street outreach. 

o Have people who go in and out of care, a lot of people with 
substance use 

o Have been successful at getting people in at least for visit and lab a 
year. 

 Have a new MAI provider: Newlands Clinic in the Philadelphia area.  They 
support the African and Caribbean immigrant communities. 

 5 Year Spend Plan 
o PA NEDSS/NextGen: redesigning the interface and administration 

tool.  Testing will begin in the new year. 
o PACE systems upgrade:  date pushed back, and upgrades may be 

completed in early 2023 
o Annual HIV Conference – Due to limitations in terms of procuring a 

venue, the conference would be broken into series of smaller 
conferences in 3 different portions of the state 

o Anti-Stigma Campaign – began funding early this year with 
University of Pittsburgh.  Community Readiness Assessment tool 
completed August 31.  More details from Sarah Krier later in the 
meeting. 

o Localized Media Campaign: 
 South Central: Some images from the campaigns were 

shared for the attendees to view.  Ads clicked on over 25,000 
times with over 10.5 million views.  Over 30 individuals 
were brought into care. 

 Northeast: Shared image of regional newsletter.  Digital, 
billboard ads, social media, and print ads (a few examples 
were shared).  38% of new intakes were direct result of 
campaign.  22% increase in Hispanic clients.  

 Southwest:  AIDS Free Pittsburgh campaign; dating apps 
ads.  Examples of billboards, transit shelter, magazine, and 
bus ads were shared.  Digital Ads: 67 people who saw ads 
arrived at Ryan White and other service locations 

o Next HPG meeting - November 2 - 3 
 
Clinical Quality Management Update 
Moira Foster 

 Best Practices (Patient retention) for Medical Case Management; the 
Practices were distributed in June 2022 

 
 

11:24am to 11:29am 
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 Create Equity:  The two Collaborative providers increased viral suppression 
from 85.43% to 91.1%.  They did not meet their benchmark but did achieve 
an increase.  The reason for not meeting benchmark was primarily due to 
drop-off participation in viral suppression reports due to Covid.  This was a 
common occurrence across the nation. 
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Fiscal Update 
Erik McDowell 
 
Still reporting on 2020-21 because we are allowed to use rebate funds from those 
fiscal periods. 
 

 

 
 $22.7 million in carryover funding and that is rebate funding from 2021. 

Due to receiving approximately $30 million extra in 2021 rebate money 
over prior years. 

 
 

11:30am to 11:34am 

SPBP Data Update 
Nnenna Ezekoye 
 

 Participants primarily older (over 40 years) 

11:35am to 11:58am  
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 Some drop of in claims from 2020 to 2021 for some drugs 
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 There was discussion and some unanswered questions as to why gabapentin 
wasn’t utilized in 2020/21 but then such a lot of money spent on it in 2022 
when it is generic.  There could be a problem with the dashboard. 

 

 
 Question from group:  how many are still prescribing Cabenuva once a 

month versus every two months?  John says they do have the data but it’s 
not here and can have it for next time.  Another comment referenced BMI 
concerns and there may be some clinicians more comfortable with the 
monthly. 

 
 
Break for Lunch 11:59am – 01:05pm 
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SPBP Stigma Survey 
Sarah Krier 

 Stigma and discrimination have been implicated in negative health 
outcomes in many communities, including people living with HIV, 
communities of color, sexual and gender minority communities, and 
communities with disability and others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Stigma across 5 five professional types: case manager, front desk staff, non-
HIV clinicians and HIV clinicians. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:06pm – 1:50pm 
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 Several examples of questions asked were presented along with the 
aggregate response from survey participants. 
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 Currently there is a Community Readiness Assessment among providers to 
look at how stigma can be addressed.  It’s a 30-minute phone interview. 

 Intervention:  Harm Reduction Pilot 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 Question from the group:  Is it possible to get data per region so that 
Regions may be able to tailor their response?  Sarah invited those interested 
to email her. 
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Integrated HIV Prevention and Care Plan 
David Givens 

 Per request and discussion from last meeting, the following updates: 
o Quick refresh on IHPCP development timeline 
o Review of the IHPCP Stakeholder results and AC’s feedback 
o Overview of changes made to the IHPCP based on above 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Results of the IHPCP Stakeholder Survey 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01:51pm – 02:38pm 
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 Almost all respondents rated the strategies as Very Important or Important 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The following is a sampling based on requests from the last update provided 
to the SPBPAC at the last meeting. 
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 Key disparity metrics look at how the strategy is working for each priority 
community and that no one is left out. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Most relevant to SPBP AC: 
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 Question from group:  Which indicators or data do you anticipate having 
the most difficulty tracking? 

o Perhaps Treatment Data because it is a lot of work but for the most 
part it’s good 

o Perhaps a campaign to expand prep education campaigns.  It’s easy 
to say the campaign happens but how to evaluate the quality might 
be more challenging. 

 
Subcommittee Updates 
John Haines 

 Drug formulary.  These sent out ahead of time 
 Inclusion List: 

 
 Exclusion list: 

 
Motion to accept the inclusions as presented.  Seconded.  All in favor, none against 
or abstain. 

 One question about medications for eczema and there was an issue with 
Eucrisa.  John invited the member (Michael Witmer) to email and they can 
address it at next meeting. 

No other subcommittee updates or final comments 
 

02:39pm to 02:52pm 

 Adjournment 
 
Next Meeting is January 26, 2023, 10am to Noon, Virtual-only meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned at 
02:53pm 
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